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The EYFS Curriculum
In Reception our children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (EYFS). 

This curriculum is based upon four themes and principles in ‘Development Matters’ 

The Unique Child - Positive Relationships - Enabling Environments - Learning and Development 

The curriculum is broken down into 7 areas of learning. 

The prime areas include;

• Communication and language 

• Personal, social and emotional development 

• Physical Development. 

The specific areas include; 

• Literacy

• Maths 

• Understanding the world 

• Expressive arts and design 

Throughout the year we plan and deliver an engaging curriculum that supports your child’s development in 
all these areas. At the end of the year we assess against the Early Learning Goals.



The Early Learning Goals



Learning in the Foundation Stage
Reception is where the excitement and exploration begins! 

• an environment which is developed around children’s individual interests. 

• we pride ourselves on being an exciting and engaging place to be - encouraging 
our children to be independent learners through a range of practical activities.

• we follow a dynamic and interest driven curriculum which allows us to be creative 
with our lessons and let the children lead their own learning.

• development is tracked through observations and child -initiated interaction.

• personal learning journey wall – individual observation and photographs 

• there are lots of different areas, indoors and outside, for children to explore and 
develop their learning:

sand                                                             small world 
creative                                                       construction 
investigation                                                role play 
water 



“Adults who help children to play 
are adults who help children to 

learn.”



Getting ready to learn

Speaking and listening 

• taking turns to talk. 

• listening for short periods. 

• holding a conversation. 

These habits will help children to build up relationships, negotiate resources, 
extend play. 

Behaviour

• boundaries/following rules 

• consistent routines – particularly when it comes to sleeping/bedtime 

• manners (please and thank you) 

• toileting

We need your support to reinforce rules at home. We are also here to support 
you too. Please talk to us.



Getting ready to learn

Numbers skills 

• counting daily/saying number names out loud 

• looking for numbers/print in the environment (buses/doors/shop 
fronts) 

• counting sorting toys 

Writing skills

• mark making 

• fine motor skills (colouring/threading/playdough/cutting using 
children’s scissors) 

• writing name 

• gross motor skills (climbing equipment/large drawing – water and 
paint brushes on concrete)



Reading

• we follow a synthetic phonics programme called 
ELS 

• picture books and reading records

• book with words to practise reading at home

• books changed once a week at school

• should be read 5 times at home 

• STAR READERS

• reading for pleasure book

Please see the school website for more 
information.



Writing

• letter formation - mnemonic phrases from ELS

• tripod pencil grip

• fine motor activities

• gross motor activities

• writing for a purpose – lists, messages

• technical terms – phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph, blend, 
segment

Please see the school website for more information.



Maths
• children will start off with a ‘Maths Facts Booklet’ and continue through the entire 

school. 

• they help the children to practise maths skills including days of the week, months of 
the year, counting, and number bonds.

• Numbots – login and password

• technical terms – subitise, part-whole model, manipulatives, tens frame

Please see the school website for more information.



Websites

• ICT games

• Alphablocks

• Numberblocks

• Teach Monster 

• Numbots



What you could do at home

• put coat on & do it up independently 

• turn clothes the right way round 

• recognise name on clothing 

• dress without help 

• manage in the toilet 

• wash hands 

• make his/her needs known 

• tidy toys away 

• encourage your child to carry a tissue and to sneeze / cough into 
a tissue and then wash hands





Attendance and Holidays

• Holidays are not able to be authorised

• Impact on learning

• Building blocks



Parents as Partners
• ELS phonics meeting

• FOSS – bingo nights, meetings, quiz nights

• parent evenings – 3 x a year

• annual school report

• website – Butterfly Class page

• welly walk volunteers

• discos

• June Fayre, Christmas Bazaar, Nativity, Sports Day

• Smiley Face Assembly

• open door policy



Uniform

• please ensure that your child’s name is in all items of 
clothing, including shoes and coats! 

• please also label snacks/snack boxes and drinks 
bottles.

• your child will be taking part in lots of interesting and 
sometimes messy experiences, so may come home 
dirty! It is all part of the fun! 

• P.E kit must be worn to school P.E days

• We need a spare change of clothes, wellies and 
waterproofs to be kept at school – all labelled please!

• outdoor learning – in the future



Snacks

• We only need 1 for break time (an extra snack can 
be brought in for Night Owls)

• Need to be healthy – no sweets

• Nut free school

• New guidance about snacks – cut up fruit and 
vegetables, paediatric first aider recommended 





Medical Matters

• if your child is ill for any reason please contact the 
school office - any absence requires telephone call 
explaining why.

• any sickness, diarrhoea, must be followed by 48 
hrs absence.

• head lice are common! Please check regularly and 
treat as recommended. They are sometimes 
difficult to get rid of so you may need to retreat hair.

• children with asthma will be helped to take their 
inhaler. Please contact the  school office first if 
your child has an inhaler or any other medicines 
before sending anything in.



Please remember….

If you have any concerns or questions, 
we are always happy to help you. 

Mrs J Waters – Butterfly Class Teacher 
and SENDCO

Mrs Watkins –Head Teacher

Miss Hardiman, Mrs Smith, Mrs 
Barlow/Mrs Wells - Teaching 
Assistants


