The Story of Charles Darwin
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Charles was bOFI’I on Februo.r Yy 12, 1809 in <
Shl‘el.USbU.l‘H, Shropshlre.

He came from o long line of scientists:
his father was a medical doctor and his

grandfajfher was a bO'l.'O.n.i.S'I: (someone LUI'IO

studies plan’cs).

Charles was not the most academic individual,
instead he adored explortng nature and had ’

an extensive beetle collection.
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Charles' FOl,e would be JCO COU.GC{Z O.I'\.d mc&ae
HO{GS on Jche anlmals O.I'\.d plcm{s H"LGH sow along

H’\.G way.

Super Scientists  —

/A\Her Char[es gradua’ced, hi,S frlend —Q 9[‘60.{'
Bo’tang PFOFGSSOF . recommended hi.m. 'FOF Q ﬂVe

bOOJ‘ d Jthe naval Sl"\.'l.P HMS Beagle‘

While the HVS Beagle was sailing around
South America. it slcopped off on a group of
isolated islands colled the Galapagos. The
an‘tmals he saw there were unique — iguonas
that swam in the sea and glont tortoises! But
the most Ln’ceresﬁng Jch'mg for Charles was the
finches, which oll had different shaped beaks.
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Towards the end of school, Charles father J

wanted him fo follow in his Foofs’ceps and become ’

a doctor but even the sight of blood made

Charles sick and woozy. So instead he went to

university to become a clergyman. ‘
(

However, his real passion was to become q
naturalist, someone who studies the natural world

and ifs h'LthorH. Ll’cﬂe did he lenow his dream was

about to become Q realijtg. )
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saw that each beak was sui

the bird ate — long,

l’\.O.d GVO[VGd or changed d.
'FOOd. avallable.

w
FOF 'msjtance, ujhere Jchere

with long, thin beaks survive

of fspring

This was notural selection
best varieties to survive an

A d SO Jche H’IQOFU OF 6VOLU.'hOﬂ. bg na’cur
n

was born.

Super Scientists

the bird's beaks mlgh’c be
: he birds for a by
led to the type of foo

thin beaks for cotching insects
nd short, fat beaks for cracking nuts.
Ql ,

Charles had on amazing idea: perhaps

epend’mg on the \e‘md of

ere Lojcs oF 'mseclcs, blrds
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long timehe % After coming

all the birds

the same ever since, | o

made a lot of people angry
So for 23 years Charles ke

received Q [eHer f‘rom a fell

d better and had more
Charles!

— noture was selecting the \
d reproduce.

published his Jcheorg

)

ina book.
al selection

up with such Q revolu’cionar

might have Jchoughf that Charles would
pub[lsh buf 'ms’[ead he leepjf hls 'Ldeas la

At the Jrlme people believed Jtha’c all livi

anludmg humans, were made by God an

be despera’te to

rgelg Q SGCFG‘,.'.

d had remained

suggest otheruise, would have

pt quiet, until one dag he
ist named Alfred

same idea as

ow natural

Russel Wallace who had Just had the

Charles decided it was now or never and fi
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Charles' boo’e Oh z‘/le Orzgln of

ins’can’c Success —

within o day.’

Species was an

Jche ﬁrsjr bafch of boo’es sold out

However as predicted people were upset by his ideas
and cartoons even compared him 1o o, ape. But this
did not chop him, he carried on, publishmg and slowlg

people began to accept his ideqs,

Charles died in 1882 when he was /3, Bg this
point the public loved him so much that Jtheg made
par[lamenf bury hlm in Wes’rmmsfer Abbey —a greaf

onour,
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Todag the Jcheory of evolution bg natural sel

ecﬁon is
considered Q comersfone of modem Biology.

www.bp.com/bpes/superscientists



